
 
 

 

As mentioned in the webinar an Employer Identification Number (EIN) is also 

known as a Federal Tax Identification Number, and is used to identify a business 

entity. Generally, businesses need an EIN. You may apply for an EIN in various 

ways, and now you may apply online. This is a free service offered by the Internal 

Revenue Service. You must check with your state to make sure you need a state 

number or charter. 

 

This EIN is your permanent number and can be used immediately for most of your 

business needs, including opening a bank account, applying for business licenses, 

and filing a tax return by mail. However, no matter how you apply (phone, fax, 

mail or online), it will take up to two weeks before your EIN becomes part of the 

IRS’ permanent records. You must wait until this occurs before you can file an 

electronic return, make an electronic payment, or pass an IRS Taxpayer 

Identification Number matching program.  

 

You can apply online here:  https://sa2.www4.irs.gov/modiein/individual/legal-

structure.jsp You would be considered a sole proprietor. 
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